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Rare Coin Minted In Colonial New England Sells For $350,000

BOSTON (AP) — One of the
first coins minted in Colonial
New England, which was recent-
ly found among other coins in a
candy tin, has sold at auction for
more than $350,000, more than
it was expected to get, the auc-
tioneer said Friday.

The one shilling silver coin
made in Boston in 1652 — con-
sidered the finest example of just
a few dozen such coins known to
still exist — was sold to an anon-
ymous online bidder from the
United States, London-based
Morton & Eden Ltd. said in a
statement.

The auctioneer had expected it
to sell for about $300,000.

“I am not surprised at the
amount of interest this excep-
tional coin attracted,” coin spe-
cialist James Morton said in a

statement. “The price paid,
which was above estimate,
reflects its extraordinary historic
significance and outstanding
original state of preservation.”

Before 1652, coins from Eng-
land, the Netherlands, the Span-
ish Empire and other nations
were used as currency in New
England.

But a shortage of coinage
prompted the Massachusetts
General Court to appoint John
Hull as Boston mintmaster,
responsible for producing North
America’s first silver coins. The
mint, considered treasonous by
King Charles II, was shut down in
1682, according to the auctioneer.

The simple coin has the initials
NE for New England on one
side, and the Roman numeral
XII, representing the 12 pennies

Perso-Indian Shamshir
Slashes Expectations For
Hermann Historica

GRASBRUNN, BAVARIA,
GERMANY — Hermann Histori-
ca’s November 22-25 auctions of
art, Asian works, antiques, histor-
ical arms and armor, and military
collectibles and orders were led by
an Eighteenth or Nineteenth
Century Perso-Indian shamshir,
which sold for $225,010, more
than four times the opening bid.
The piece had been made by Asa-
dulla Isfahani and dedicated to
Nadir Shah Afshar (1688-1747); it
featured a slightly curved blade of
wootz Damascus steel, the root
and back of the blade inscribed
with gold inlay. The gilt silver hilt
was enameled in color and
adorned with diamonds and pol-
ished rubies that was further
embellished by a pommel in the
form of a tiger head.

Shah Afshar was of humble
birth and was a prisoner and
sold as a slave upon his father’s
death. Ultimately, he escaped
and became a mercenary, even-
tually making a name for him-
self as a strategist. He ruled as
the Shah of Persia from 1736 to
1747 and founded the Afsharid
Dynasty; among his noteworthy
conquests were the capture of

Delhi in 1739 and the seizure of
the Peacock Throne.

Prices quoted include the buy-
er’s premium and have been con-
verted from euros to dollars
based on the exchange rate on
the date of the auction. A more
extensive sale review to follow.

Aaron Willard Clock
Highlights Kaminski
Thanksglvmg Auctions

BEVERLY, MASS. — More than
700 lots were offered at Kaminski
Auctions Annual two-day Thanks-
giving sale November 27-28, with
an Aaron Willard tall clock bring-
ing one of the highest prices of
the weekend. Standing 90 inches
tall and with a signed dial, it had
provenance to West Newbury,
Mass., and had been estimated at
$8/12,000. It sold at the high esti-
mate to a bidder in the room.
Other highlights from the holi-
day weekend event included a
Tiffany Studios lamp with turtle-
back shade at $15,600, a portrait
of a young woman with child by
Feliceie Schneider at $7,200, and
a bronze figure of a roaring pan-
ther by Alfred Barye, which
stalked off at $4,800, four times
its high estimate.

Watch for a more extensive
review in a future issue.

in a shilling, on the other.

The coin was consigned for auc-
tion by Wentworth “Wenty” Beau-
mont, whose father found it
recently in a candy tin containing
hundreds of old coins in his study
at his family’s estate in England.

Beaumont is a descendant of
William Wentworth, an early
settler of New England. The
Wentworths became one of the
most prominent families in New
Hampshire.

Beaumont speculated that an
ancestor brought the coin to
the United Kingdom from the
colonies.

Several other rare American

coins were also sold at the auc-
tion, including a pair of 1776 pew-
ter dollars that fetched nearly

$80,000 each, and a Libertas
Americana bronze medal that
brought more than $17,000.

AUCTION REVIEWS

Marlborough, Mass.) M.F. Husain Painting Skyrockets Past Estimate At Skinner’s Sale
Marion, Mass.) Marion Antique Auctions Posts Results Of Fall Sale

Plainfield, N.H.) Enfield Shaker Sewing Desk, $330,400, Leads Smith’s Sale...
Cincinnati, Ohio) Hindman History Auctions See Top Prices & Extraordinary Engagement
Sundsvall, Sweden) Swedish Auction House Achieves IKEA Furniture Record

Mount Crawford, Va.) Pre-Thanksgiving Auctions Give Jeff Evans Much To Celebrate
Dallas) Venable’s Silver Collection Achieves Venerable Results For Heritage

Bedford Village, N.Y.) Early Portrait Of Elizabeth | Leads Butterscotch’s $1 Million Auction
Marlborough, Mass.) Skinner’s Keane Collection, Sand Bottles & More Total $4.1 Million.
Marlborough, Mass.) Andrew Clemens Sand Bottles Gross $1,798,750 In “Timed” Sale
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(Dallas) Tourbillon, Rolex Lift Heritage Watches & Fine Timepieces Auction Above $3.2 Million
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Sparks, Md.) American Stoneware Holds Heat In Sparks For Crocker Farm

EXHIBITIONS

New York City) New Horological Society Of New York Exhibit

Online) Digital Exhibit Explores Culture & History Of Show Me State.....
Zanesville, Ohio) Zanesville Museum Launches Online Collection Database.
Ambherst, Mass.) Carle Museum Exhibits Kadir Nelson Paintings
Washington, Conn.) Institute For American Indian Studies’ Holiday Market
New York City) NY Historical Society Annual Holiday Express Has Amusement Park Theme.
Tulsa, Okla.) Gilcrease Collection Tours Key Works During Construction
Los Angeles) Academy Launches Global Digital Preservation Forum

St Louis, Mo.) Woodlands: Native American Art In St Louis ..

London) Courtauld Gallery Reopens After Renovations

London) Peru’s Ancient Treasures Travel To UK For First Time...

Washington, DC) National Gallery: New Woman Behind The Camera

New York City) Neue Galerie Exhibits Modernity Of Austrian & German Art, 1890-1940
Beverly, Mass.) Endicott College Art Center Presents Jane Peterson

Los Angeles) LACMA Celebrates Black Love, Joy & Abundance With Black American Portraits
Naples, Fla.) Baker Museum Pays Tribute To Baseball Heroes

Trappe, Penn.) A Foundation On Which To Build: William Du Pont’s Gift To Historic Trappe ..
Cleveland, Ohio) Journey Of Cambodian Sculpture Explored In Cleveland

Houston, Texas) Loan Exhibition Brings Boston Impressionist Collection To Houston...
Kansas City, Mo.) lllusion Photography Exhibition Challenges Adage “Seeing Is Believing”...
New Haven, Conn.) New Haven Museum Explores EIm City Children
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(Abu Dhabi, Uae) NYU Abu Dhabi Art Gallery Explores Modernisms
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AND ALSO...

Across The Block....
Estate Sales
Historic Homes

(Moline & Rock Island, I1l.) Quad City Historic Homes Open For Holidays
(Milton, Mass. & Woodstock, Conn.) Historic New England Holiday Events ...

International

Q&A: Andrew Sandall..
Services

Transitions

(Charleston, S.C.) Artifact Thief Digs Holes At South Carolina Historical Site

Pottsville, Penn.) Man’s Bingo Pinball Machines Attract Worldwide Interest....

Pearl River, La.) The Sweetly Sad Story Behind 3,000 Beer Cans Up For Auction ...

Atlanta, Ga.) Five University Art Museums Acquire Souls Grown Deep Collection Artwork ...
London) London Museum Plans To Move Slaver Statue

Toronto, Canada) Toronto Museum Acquires 100,000-Piece Lego Afrofuturist City .
Berlin, Germany) German Museum Acquires 15,000 Artifacts Documenting Anti-Semitism Hlstory
Edinburgh, Scotland) Scotland’s National Galleries Acquire First Ever Black Subject Picture....

New York City) Former London, Miami Art Dealer Pleads Guilty In Fraud Case

Marion, Ohio) $1,000 Offered For President Warren Harding’s Stolen Dog Collar

Chicago) New Curatorial Leadership At MCA Chicago

New York City) ICP Receives Gift From Bern Schwartz Family Foundation

Peterborough, N.H.) Mahogany L. Browne & Urban Word To Receive MacDowell Arts Advocacy Award ...




